
BOOK REVIEW GUIDELINES 

Hispanic American Historical Review 
 
Keep the journal’s reading audience—people interested in colonial and contemporary Latin America—in 
mind. You may wish to address the following questions: 
 

 What are the author’s goals? Are they achieved? 

 How does the book fit into contemporary debates and progress in the field? 

 Is the work solidly grounded in documentary evidence? Is the author’s methodology sound?  

 What is the historiographic significance of the book? 

 Is the writing clear and free of jargon? 

 Which readers—specialists, historians in general, students, the general public—will find this 
work most useful or rewarding? 

 
If possible, please do not summarize chapter by chapter but give an idea of the principal arguments. An 
interesting and useful review is one that engages the ideas of the book and places them within the debates 
of the field. A listing of minor errors of fact, typographical errors, and mistakes in spelling or grammar is 
generally not appropriate unless they appear in such profusion that they detract from the usefulness of the 
work. 
 
Scholarly disputation is best handled in a courteous manner. Personal attacks on the integrity of the 
author, as opposed to strong disagreement with the book, are always inappropriate and will not be 
published. 
 
Because of space limitations, we ask you not to exceed 800 words unless specifically authorized to do so 
by the book review editor. Use of fewer words is perfectly acceptable.  
 
For direct quotations, indicate the exact pagination in the following style: “The rise of the hacienda was a 
development rather than a struggle” (p. 428). Please try to avoid relying too heavily on quoting the text 
under review. 
 
Please provide the first names of all persons mentioned in the review. 
 
Do not use footnotes. 
 
Please begin your review with the bibliographic information on the cover sheet enclosed with the book. 
 
Please submit the review at hahr.edmgr.com or email it to hahr@duke.edu. 
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